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SACRISTON REMEMBERS 

The centenary of the Armistice which ended World War One has been marked in 

Sacriston with a Remembrance Garden beside the Fulforth Centre.  The marvellous and 

striking display project was co-ordinated by Fulforth Centre worker and volunteer Andrea 

Meek and Marie Firbank.  Contributions and support came from Sacriston Craft groups, 

the British Legion, a local ex-services support network and a variety of other individuals.  

Four memorial plaques and lists existed in the village from the 1920s, each one created by 

different organisations and churches to remember their own members who had been list 

in the conflict.  These had to be collated together and checked against military records to 

remove duplication, correct errors and find those who had not been included in the 

earlier compilations.  The final confirmed total of losses from the village, killed in action or 

subsequently died from wounds between 1914 and 1918, was a staggering 182.  Copies of 

this research are now lodged in the Fulforth Centre.  The final memorial crosses, the ones 

for 1918, were placed in Remembrance Garden immediately after the service and laying of 

the wreaths at the War Memorial at 11am on Sunday 11th November. 

 

Interviewed for the Northern Echo Eileen Donnelly, vice-chair 

of the Fulforth Centre, explained how the knitted poppies had 

been produced by the resident Craft Club, and Parish Council 

chair, Hughie Dixon said:  "The work that has been put in by the 

volunteers is fantastic and it has brought the village together". 

 

By Ian Hunter 

Showing the 182 crosses that were placed in the Garden to 

remember all those from Sacriston who lost their lives. 
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Message from the Parish Council 
Dear Reader, 

2018 has certainly been a year of change for both Sacriston and the Parish Council.  At 

Easter, the parish heard the news that pupils in the Durham Federation Schools were to be 

primarily based at DCBC, with the Fyndoune site to be used as a vocational and SEND 

site.  The Parish pushed hard, holding and attending meetings, and acted as a liaison 

between Durham County Council and villages and parents.  Thank you to Sacriston 

Working Men’s Club for facilitating us for these meetings.  Obviously you will be aware 

that the plans did go ahead in September of this year.  Sacriston Parish is still working 

behind the scenes, raising comments, questions and concerns about this ongoing situation. 

 

2018 has also been a busy year for the Parish.  We have been busy supporting the Easter 

Extravaganza, Party in the Park and now the Christmas Extravaganza, which has been 

organised superbly by Andrea Meek. Thank you to the Fulforth Centre for hosting these 

events.  Walking down the Front Street you won’t fail to notice the Christmas lights which 

are now on. The Parish funded new light last year, which should last us for several years yet. 

The Parish has also paid for the events mentioned previously as well as making donations 

towards Sacriston Youth Project, the Hade Edge Band for Durham Big Meeting and the 

Camera Club for a new projector 

 

The Parish has also undergone some change throughout this year. Within the last 12 

months, we have welcomed two new members to the council, and at the towards the end 

of this year we appointed a new clerk, Julie Evans.   We have also made some major 

changes to our website, with lots of new information being added.  You can find us at: 

https://www.sacristonparishcouncil.co.uk/ .  The Parish can be contacted either through the 

website or email us at:  sacristonparishcouncil@gmail.com. We would love to hear from you 

if you have any ideas for what the Parish Council could do in the coming year. 

 

We wish you a Happy 

Christmas and all the 

best for Sacriston in 

2019. 

Contact Details for Parish Councillors: 
 
Hughie Dixon (Chair) h-pd@sky.com 
Emma Waldock  emma2waldock@hotmail.com 
Derek Robson   derek.robson459@btinternet.com 
Peter McLoughlin  petermcloughlin@btinternet.com 
Ralph Harrison   ralph.harrison@tiscali.co.uk 
Graeme Ludlow  graemeludlow@yahoo.co.uk 
Lawrence Claughan  lawrenceclaughanuk@btinternet.com 
Lauren Burn   lox2k32@hotmail.co.uk 
Frank Morrell   pauline.morrell@talktalk.net 
Keith Wilson   kv.wilson@gmail.com 
Cllr Simon Wilson  swilson@durham.gov.uk 
Kathryn Carter   kathryn.carter@atos.net 
Bernice Smith   benicesmith3@aol.comn 
Eric Metcalf   ericmet1955@btinternet.com 
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The Fulforth Centre is based in the heart of the village; we are a self-sustaining building so 

without the help from the residents of Sacriston and other villages also funding applications we 

wouldn’t be able to keep going. 

 

The Fulforth centre holds many different activities and sessions every day ranging from exercise 

classes and fitness, bingo, art & crafts club plus many more.  The centre has two main halls which 

can be hired for business occasions or alternatively we can offer one big hall which is perfect for 

personal occasions such as birthdays, christenings, anniversaries & baby showers.  For more 

details on booking one of our halls get in touch we will be more than happy to assist you. 

Here at the centre we have many fundraising events which take place throughout the year, 

including Party in the park, Our Christmas Extravaganza and our latest new event The Easter 

Fare. 

 

We have over 15 volunteers who work hard to maintain the building & surrounding areas 

including the park, we open our arms for new volunteers so if this is an interest to you then 

please do get in touch. 

We do have the community cafe situated inside the centre – ‘The Jubilee Tearoom’ which offers 

home-cooked food, hot & cold drinks plus delicious desserts.  Our Thursday Luncheon club is 

held within the centre every Thursday for the over 55 year’s olds which includes discounted meal 

and dessert from 12 till 1pm.  

 

The Fulforth Centre always welcomes new members to the centre; however we do charge a 

small yearly fee which goes towards the general running of the centre. 

 

Thanks to volunteers our memorial garden has been created and is situated at the rear of the 

Centre.  The garden is dedicated to our Mining heritage and, to those who gave their lives in the 

service of our country in the Great War.  Commemorative crosses have ben laid for those from 

our community who did not return from that conflict.  The garden also contains our time capsule 

which contains photographs, memories and small items which we hope will reflect what we were 

and how a community can work together for the benefit of all.  

 

We also have The Jubilee Park which is situated behind the centre, children and adults are always 

welcome to come and use the facilities such as the MUGA (outdoor arena) which is also available 

to hire.  

 

If there is any activity or session of interest to yourself and would like to see at the centre or 

would like to become a member then give us a visit or a call on 0191 3710601 or drop us an      

e-mail at thefulforthcentre@gmail.com alternatively visit our Facebook page where you can keep 

up to date with all our activities and events. 
 

 

 

mailto:thefulforthcentre@gmail.com
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Going Green! 
 

 

SYP are delighted to announce that we have secured funding by the County Durham Community Foundation’s 

Community Arts and Culture Grants Programme that will enable us to deliver an exciting new project due to 

start this month. 

 

The project is going to be called SYP Wombles and is aimed at 

educating our children in the importance of recycling by creating 

pieces of art with “things the every day folk leave behind”. It’s 

also a fantastic opportunity to teach our children the importance 

of respecting and truly appreciating the community they live in 

and putting something back into it.  

 
We are going to be working along side a local artist Susan 

Warlock who specialises in recycled art and we plan to build a 

piece of art to be displayed in the village. 

 

The project is due to start on the morning of Saturday 24th 

November and will run consecutively over the coming 

months. We will be meeting at the youth project at around 

09:30am then going on from there finishing around 12:30. 

 

We’d also love to invite children who don’t currently attend the 

youth project along with willing parents, friends and family to come and join in with the fun and make it a real 

community event. 

  

If you need any further information please don’t hesitate in contacting me on 07943879745. 

 

Martin Hollingsworth  

SYP Youth Coordinator  

Taking a Dive 

 
Scuba diving was the top choice of teenagers attending the Sacriston Youth Project (SYP) when they 

were asked to pick an exciting new activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of eight boys – aged 13 to 15 – have been training at the Freemans’ Quay Leisure Centre with 

the Durham City Scuba Diving and in September they passed their course and are now fully qualified 

scuba divers. 

 

They completed two open water dives at Capernwray Diving Centre in the Lake District during the 

school summer holiday to pass the open water element of the course. Capernwray is home to some of 

the finest inland diving, with crystal clear water, amazing fish life and attractions such as sunken boats 

and planes. 

 

County Durham Sport and Partner Construction funded the cost of the training, diving equipment and 

trips to the Lake District. 

 

Senior sessions are open 3 evenings per week at the SYP youth hub at Fyndoune school and are open 

to young people age 12 and over from all areas. 

 

For further information email youth worker Brett Kirby at: info@sacristonyouthproject.co.uk 

SACRISTON YOUTH PROJECT 



 

 

 Two views of Rome 
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A group of eight boys – aged 13 to 15 – have been training at the Freemans’ Quay Leisure Centre with 

the Durham City Scuba Diving and in September they passed their course and are now fully qualified 

scuba divers. 

 

They completed two open water dives at Capernwray Diving Centre in the Lake District during the 

school summer holiday to pass the open water element of the course. Capernwray is home to some of 

the finest inland diving, with crystal clear water, amazing fish life and attractions such as sunken boats 

and planes. 

 

County Durham Sport and Partner Construction funded the cost of the training, diving equipment and 

trips to the Lake District. 

 

Senior sessions are open 3 evenings per week at the SYP youth hub at Fyndoune school and are open 

to young people age 12 and over from all areas. 

 

For further information email youth worker Brett Kirby at: info@sacristonyouthproject.co.uk 

 

Anti Social Behaviour has been identified as one of 

the main issues in Sacriston at the moment.  The 

police have been tackling issues of Anti-Social 

behaviour around the Front Street, Community 

Centre, Hallow Dene estate and the Working Men’s 

Club, with Antisocial Behaviour Agreements being 

signed by the youths involved.  Other youths have 

been visited at home and their parents informed. 

Regular patrols are to be continued by the police, 

with alcohol seizures and names to be forwarded to 

the ASB teams at the council. 

 

We are working with  Sacriston Youth Project.  Any 

youths that are hanging around the Front Street are 

welcome at the youth club, which is looking to get 

more funding in the future and are expanding 

activities now that they have a larger space up at the school. 

 

For further information visit The Sacriston Youth Project on line or contact 

info@sacristonyouthproject.co.uk. 

 

To find out more about or tell us about what is happening in and around Sacriston, please come 

along to the next PACT meeting. This will be held at the Fulforth Centre on Tuesday 11th 

December at 2pm. 
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Sacriston Library has two new Librarians who have recently taken up the post:   

Carole Foster (Library Assistant) and Barbara Rochester (Assistant Library Duty Officer). 

Our opening hours are:  

  Monday 9.30am-7.00pm 

  Thursday 9.30am-5.00pm 

  Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm 

 

Library membership is free of charge and benefits include: 

Borrowing up to:   12 books 

       6 talking books  

        6 eBooks 

With the dark nights beginning to set in, pop up and see what we have available. 

 

We also have a variety of facilities and activities available.  

 

The facilities on offer are: 

2x computers which offer printing facilities 

Colour and black & white photocopying 

Laminating 

eBooks and magazines 

Parish information and minutes are available upon request 

 

The activities are: 

 Toddler Time: every Thursday 2pm-2.45pm 

 Reading Group:  first Monday in the Month 

 Kevin Jones, MP, surgery:  every first Saturday of the month 

 Get creative: crafts for adults and children:  every Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm 

 Get creative craft sessions:  available during school holidays. 

 

Books on Wheels 

This is a free library home delivery service for anyone who finds it difficult to visit the library due to 

illness or mobility problems.  For more information please contact:- 03000263790, 03000263789 or 

speak to library staff who will be happy to help. 

 

You can call us on:  0300 026 9504  

Or drop us an email at:  sacriston.lib@durham.gov.uk  

The Parish Council would like to say a big thank you to Stuart Wright who over the 

years has kindly donated the use of his Dutch Street organ for events such as the 

Christmas Extravaganza and Party in the Park. 

 

Also, recently Stuart Wright donated funds for the Fulforth Centre to purchase a shed 

to help with the creation and maintenance of the Remembrance Garden (see page 1 for more details). 

 

Thank you! 



  

 

P
a
g
e
 8

 

 


